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v How do you collect evidence of relevant student thinking and 
learning? 

v Does doing well on a test mean they’ve really learned the material? 
v How do you measure and make sense of what they’re really learning? 
v Are there ways to gather evidence of students thinking at earlier 

stages of the learning process, not just in the final, summative 
assessments like essays and exams? 

 
 

We have compiled a list of  
20 Instructional Strategies*  

that can be used year-round to support 
your knowledge of student thinking and 

learning. 

  
 
 

 
 

*Instructional strategies are techniques 
teachers use to help students become 
independent, strategic learners. These 
strategies become learning strategies when 
students independently select the 
appropriate ones and use them effectively 
to accomplish tasks or meet goals.  

 
Instructional strategies can:  
• motivate students and help them focus 
attention,  

• organize information for understanding and 
remembering,  

• monitor and assess learning.  



eduConsultingFirm.com                 2018 
 - 4 - 

1 
Think Aloud  

Provide a platform that allows students to explain their thinking. Ask students to explain the steps and/or 
processes used to complete problems or answer subject specific questions in the content or provided text.  

Allow the student to answer questions posed by their classmates and the teacher to strengthen the 
understand of all with regards to the methods used.  Use the work to catch misconceptions and model 

critical thinking strategies 
 

2  
3 Words and a Pic 

Have the students to work as a table group and select three words and one picture they believe relates to 
their learning for the day.  Have one speaker from each table briefly tell why they believe that these 
words and picture adequately define their groups thoughts. Have the students search for similarities, 
trends and patterns in the group responses.  

3 
Show What You Know  

Students will work in small groups to solve the same question simultaneously. The teacher will rotate to 
support the students as they work collectively as a group to complete various questions. The teacher will 

use this time to determine areas of the content that need reteaching and students that need more specific 
support. The teacher may have the students take specific roles to ensure shared responsibility and equal 

participation. 
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4 

Talking Drawing 
This strategy is used to activate prior knowledge, improve recall, and 
strengthen comprehension. The teacher will provide the students with a piece 
of paper or sticky note. Have them to create a mental images before and 
after reading a piece of text or solving a math equation. Use the drawings 
and the discussion surrounding the pictures drawn to helps students connect 
their prior knowledge to the new information learned.  
 

5 
Journaling  

This is a great way to hold a personal conversation with your students. Provide students with a question, 
problem, or sentence starter as a means to discover the knowledge they have gained from your instruction. 
It is a great way to gain perspective on your students thinking and depth of their understanding. It also 
provides you with an opportunity to provide a written response to keep the dialogue going through more 

questions or simply a teacher comment. The teacher should always provide some form of feedback so that 
students know you are reading their responses. Strongly encourage students to use their entries as a 

means to communicate their understanding of the content.  
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6  
     Questioning  

Asking higher level questions, you will be able to quickly assess the depth of student 
understanding.  Questions should be planned and well thought out prior to the start of the 
lesson. Teachers should utilize the standards and the intentions of learning for the lesson to 
guide the questions developed.  Students responses should be grounded in academic language 

as embedded in the questions, discussions, and modeled by the teacher.  
 

7 
Team Poster 

Place students in a small group to create a poster to help show competency, student thinking, and their 
understanding of the intentions of learning.  Each group member should be assigned a different color 

marker to ensure equal participation in the assignment.  Establish targeted outcomes and brainstorm a list 
of criteria for the students to ensure that the posters include components that will show their reflection 

on the knowledge and understanding gained from the new content. Allow the students to be creative. 
Students will be required to present the finished product to the class. 

 

8 
Anecdotal Notes   

Take notes (general or target specific) about student learning during a series of lessons to provide evidence 
of student learning.  Use the notes taken to determine patterns and trends of student learning that 

supports findings on other assessment measurement. For more information on Targeted Anecdotal 
Notetaking go to: http://www.learner.org/workshops/teachreading35/pdf/anectodal_records.pdf 
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9  
How-To Books 

Have the students create how-to books to show proof of their learning a skill or process. For example: 
“How to Solve a 2-Step Word Problem”, “How to Label the Parts of a Flower”. It may be beneficial to 
create a rubric to assist with student development of the book. Teachers should specify what is to be 
included in everyone’s book regardless of the topic (i.e. Title page, table of contents, About the Author, 
numbered pages, colorful, etc.) 

10  
One Question- One Comment   

Have the students record one question and one comment about the days topic. Use the questions and 
comments to provide closure to the days lesson, establish a purpose for next steps in instruction and 
gain and understanding of what information was retained from the content. 

 

11  
Mind Map 

Students will create a mind map that represents a concept. They will be required to use the academic 
language that supports the standards. The teacher should establish specific criteria for the structure and 
components of the map.  Students may use words, picture, magazines, etc. to create the map.  A best 
practice would be to have students mind map what they remember all throughout the lesson. Let them 
remember their way.  
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12 

Five & a Palm  

Have the students trace their hand. Next, have the students to list 5 important 
things they learned from the lesson. One per finger. In the palm have the 
students to use the information learned to complete a culminating task.   

       For example:  
                1) Write a concluding statement.               
                2) Solve a problem for the day. 
                3) Add a tip they think may help someone else. 

            13 
Another Perspective  

After text the teacher will distribute several slips with various roles/perspectives from the text. The 
students will be asked to write a diary entry or response to several questions while taking on the 
role/perspective received either individually or as a group.  Variation(s) 1)While working in a group, 

complete the task using the role/perspective given. This may be used to develop students understanding of 
characterization, structure, sequence, voice, etc. 2)This task can also be applied to math by having the 

students take on a new role based on the mathematical information obtain from the question and solutions.  
 

14 
Summary Poem  

Have the students to select and highlight 10 keywords from an assigned text.  Then, using those words to 
create a free verse poem with the words they highlighted that summarizes the reading.  

 

1 

2 
 

3 4 

5
5 
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15 
Diagram the Equation  

To assist students with understanding the WHY’s of their work.  
This may be done individually or in a small group. 

Option #1 - Have the students solve a math problem. Then, provide them with another color pen to label 
and note what they were doing at each step.  
Option #2 – Provide the students with a problem solved correctly and have them to add notes to the 
problem to explain what was done at each step using a colored pen. 
Option # 3 – Provide the students with a problem solved incorrectly and have them to find the errors and 
then make the corrections to find the correct solution using a colored pen. 

 
16 

You've Got Mail 
Each student writes a question about a topic on the front of an envelope. The 
student then solves the question. Once the teacher has confirmed its correctness,  
the answer is included inside the envelope.  Questions are then “mailed” around the 
room. Each learner writes her answer on a slip of scratch paper and confirms its 
correctness by reading the “official answer” before she places her own response in 
the envelope. After several series of mailings and a class discussion about the 
topic, the envelopes are deposited in the teacher’s letterbox. 
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17 
Social Media Look-Alikes 

v Blog About It! 
Students will create a blog post to tell someone about what they have learned. They must write at least 3 facts about 
this topic and include 3 pictures with captions!  The pictures should tell the story of the blog. Details! Details! Details! 

v Facepage Post (eduSpin on Facebook) 
Have students post their learning to Facepage.   Students must create a profile picture in the first box and include 3 
photos to add more detail to their post.  

v Instaphoto (eduSpin on Instagram) 
Have students to illustrate what they have learned via an Instagram photo.  Be sure students include a caption/comment 
to represent their thoughts. 

v Tweet, Tweet (eduSpin on Instagram) 
Students will create a paper tweet about their “new” knowledge in 150 words or less. 
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     ABOUT IT! 
Use your blog to tell someone about what you have learned. 

Write at least 3 facts about this topic.   
Make sure to include 3 pictures with captions! 

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

_______________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
______________         ______________        ______________ 
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POST IT on Facepage  
Post your learning to Facebook today.  

Create your profile picture in the first box and include 3 photos to add more 
detail to your post.  
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Illustrate what you have learned via Instagram. 
      Be sure to include a caption/comment to represent your thoughts. 
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    Tweet, Tweet  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

about your “new” 
knowledge in 150 

words or less. 
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18 
Open-Ended Projects 

Provide students with a list of projects to find one that allows them to effectively demonstrate their 
knowledge.  Create a rubric that allows the students to align their work with the clearly, defined 

expectations. The rubric will keep the students challenged to do their best and meet the specific criteria. 
 

 19 
Non-linguistic Representations 

Information is stored in the memory in many forms, including imagery (nonlinguistic representations). By 
allowing students to create images based on the new information we will be able to stimulate the brain in 
new ways, increase understanding, and develop memory. Students should be allowed to engage in 
sketching/drawing, physical modeling(physical creation), and graphically organizing their new 
knowledge(note-taking) to form their own mental pictures. Asking students to explain and share their 
images encourages meta-cognitive thinking. 

 

20 
Lie Detector 

Students will be given several statements. They are to work as a small group to determine whether 
statements about recent learning are true or false.  Groups are to show their work to define WHY they 

selected this response. 


